Outreach Letter to Local School/Board


Dear [School/Board representatives],

[Name of Library] has always been committed to supporting educators and students of [Name of School/Board/District]. I am writing to let you know about a service we offer which provides even more free resources to support students and other residents who experience barriers reading traditional print. These barriers include any condition that make it difficult for someone to read a physical print book including: a learning disability, vision loss, or a physical disability that that prevents someone from holding or turning the pages of a book. These disabilities are referred to as a print disability. 

This school year, we are encouraging educators and learning support teams to use the Centre for Equitable Library Access (CELA) to provide these students with audiobooks, e-books, braille and printbraille books which are children’s picture books with braille. CELA is a national, not-for-profit organization that provides free accessible reading services to the approximately 5 million people across Canada with print disabilities. More information can be found on the CELA website.

CELA users also have access to the Bookshare collection in CELA’s catalogue. Bookshare offers audio, e-books and braille titles, including popular titles and some textbooks. Students need to complete CELA’s Proof of Disability form, and Educators must fill in the Terms of Use form to access this collection.

Students with a print disability are eligible for an account with lifetime access. Students have full access to their CELA account for personal reading in addition to classroom assignments. Caregivers can be appointed as ‘designates’ on the student’s account. Educators are also eligible to register for CELA for free to access books on behalf of their students with print disabilities through the Educator Access Program. 

Our combined CELA and Bookshare collection offers more than 1.5 million titles, which includes:
· books for all ages and from all genres in French and English; 
· bestsellers, award winners, fiction and nonfiction titles with a special focus on Canadian and Indigenous authors;
· books from major Canadian literary programs including Canada Reads, Forest of Reading, Hackmatack, and others;
· 150 popular magazines and 40 national, international and regional newspapers;
· fun and educational books to support early and ongoing reading development;
· materials to practice braille and audio reading skills.

Advantages of registering for the Educator Access Program: 
· educators can place books and resources on student devices to facilitate easy classroom management and inclusive practices for students;
· explore various formats alongside your student to see what customization supports their unique learning accommodation - including audiobooks, e-books, braille and printbraille books;
· unlike other alternate reading platforms, CELA is free and has no waitlist for audiobooks and eBooks;
· can be used with a variety of devices, including tablets, laptops, Chromebooks, smartphones, DAISY players, braille displays, and Alexa smart speakers, giving educators and users a wide variety of options; 
· CELA offers training and resources, as well as a staffed Contact Centre to support teachers and their students.

The only thing needed to register for free access to the CELA service is a [Name of Library] card.  

To learn more about the Educator Access Program, visit CELA’s website at www.celalibrary.ca/educators. Educators and schools can also encourage students register for their own account by visiting the registration page at www.celalibrary.ca/register.

If you would like more information or to arrange a presentation to staff, please do not hesitate to contact [name of library contact or CELA member services]. 



