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Weddings: a novel by Danielle Steel
Family stories, Contemporary romance
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27391456 and through Bookshare: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27310318 

Dominque Dupont is one of the world's most sought-after designers of wedding dresses, and is as unfailingly chic as her gowns. Her international list of clients includes royals and presidents' daughters. As for her own adult daughters, Felicity and Violet, they have unconventional views on marriage, due in part to their family history. Dominique's French mother, Marie-Aurélie, was the adored mistress of a famous financier, and Dominique and her faithless husband divorced decades ago. Felicity, an artist, is in no hurry to get married. Unfortunately, her beau, Taylor, is. When she expresses ambivalence, Taylor reveals a dark side that frightens her. Too ashamed to confide in her mother or sister, she agrees to an elaborate wedding with deep misgivings. Fun-loving Violet is dating a sports reporter, but firmly believes one should never spoil a good thing with matrimony. When he slips an MVP ring on her finger, they decide to celebrate their love in a way that is true to themselves. Dominique's own long-term relationship with a married man is no longer giving her what she wants. As she struggles with making a change, her Parisian mother considers rekindling an old flame. As plans for Felicity's wedding proceed, each woman will question the true meaning of commitment in this dazzling novel from a master storyteller.

The shampoo effect: a Read with Jenna pick by Jenny Jackson
Serious and literary fiction, Family stories
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27406452 and through Bookshare: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27345658 

When Caroline Lash arrives in Greenhead, Massachusetts, she falls head-over-heels for Van Whittaker, a fleece-wearing, litter-collecting kayak enthusiast with long, floppy hair and the personality of a Border collie. Born and raised in this picturesque coastal village, Van runs with the same crowd he did as a kid: His ex-girlfriend, Bailey, a beautiful girl who attracts men like moths to a flame; Augusta, old money, horsey, and snobbish; and Fran, surrounded by brothers and sons, too fed up with boys to ever consider marrying one. Together, the group runs wild through the marshes, beaches, and bars of Greenhead, drinking on houseboats, spending long afternoons sunbathing with their children, and playing games the way they always have. But when Bailey discovers that she is pregnant with Van's baby, the delicate balance of the group's friendship is thrown off. Soon Caroline is cast out of the circle and what she does next-in a potent mix of fury and heartbreak-exposes long-held secrets and works the entire town of Greenhead into a lather. Dazzlingly funny, sexy, and as juicy as it is astute, The Shampoo Effect is a story of late-night parties, early mornings with small children, the dawn of midlife, and a group of old friends finally growing up despite all their best efforts to the contrary. 

The primal of blood and bone (Blood and Ash #6) by Jennifer L. Armentrout
Romance, Bestsellers (Fiction), Fantasy
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27430950 and through Bookshare: https://celalibrary.ca/node/26266330 

What was dreamt. Poppy was never meant to awaken, and the consequences are devastating and far-reaching, stirring ancient powers from their slumber and transforming Casteel and Kieran in ways even the Fates couldn't have foreseen. But what that means is the least of their concerns. For now. What was foreseen. The Blood Crown has fallen, but what has risen is a far greater danger than they've ever faced. From flesh and fire, the Great Conspirator has returned to the mortal realm, and he wants only one thing. They must stop the true Primal of Death before he regains his strength, and it won't be easy. Even weakened, his influence is undeniable. His power, unthinkable. Has come to be. While the future of the realms rests upon them, they won't stand alone. The gods have awakened -- each harboring their own blood-soaked secrets. But they must navigate an unbalanced realm, where every choice -- past and present -- has the potential to not only undo everything they've fought for but also destroy the very bonds that have Joined them together. For the Harbinger and the Bringer of Death and Destruction has risen.

The reverse centaur's guide to life after AI: How to think about artificial intelligence-before it's too late by Cory Doctorow
Computers and internet, Science and technology, Business and economics
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27391476 and through Bookshare: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27352544 

In modern tech parlance, a centaur is a person who is able to use technology to be a better, more productive version of themself. A reverse centaur is a person who is forced by technology to work at an inhuman pace-a driver made to deliver all day long, nonstop; a warehouse worker made to work without food or bathroom breaks; a programmer made to crank out impossible amounts of code. The Reverse Centaur's Guide to Life After AI is not another anti-AI screed. Cory Doctorow uses AI in his work every day. As a creative person, he has no moral or dogmatic issue with AI-he thinks the technology is useful, even exciting, and full of potential. And yet. AI has arrived surrounded by unprecedented hype driven by a tech industry desperate to maintain its unprecedented valuation based on its own promises of endless financial growth. Despite the fact that almost all of AI's real-world implementations have proved underwhelming, AI is projected to be worth more than $16 trillion-a number that only makes sense if AI replaces vast swathes of the wage-earning human workforce. To justify that level of "value," every story about AI must be presented as inevitable, world-changing disruption. Even the tales of the robot apocalypse are a calculated attempt to bolster the fearsome power of AI. For Doctorow, it is imperative to see through that hype to the real story, to understand the technology not just for what it does, but for who it does it to and who it does it for. From that point of view, the story of AI is indeed dramatic and unprecedented, having generated an investment bubble so big that it endangers the entire world economy. In The Reverse Centaur's Guide to Life After AI -as he so successfully did in Enshittification -Doctorow recounts both how we found ourselves in this dire situation and how we can get through it, to a life "after" AI in which the tools work for us, not the other way around.

Days of feasting and rejoicing by David Bergen
Mysteries and crime stories, Suspense and thrillers, Serious and literary fiction
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27441074 and in human transcribed braille and accessible EPUB: https://celalibrary.ca/node/26645281 

When her friend Christine drowns under suspicious circumstances, Esther Maile, who has always longed to be someone else, slips almost effortlessly into Christine's life. When it becomes unclear whether Christine's death was truly an accident, Captain Net Wantok, a weary Thai police officer, begins to investigate. Drawn in by Esther's beauty and uncanny resemblance to his own missing daughter, Captain Wantok finds his judgment clouded as his pursuit of the truth grows increasingly personal.

Love you more: a novel by Emily Giffin
Contemporary romance, Serious and literary fiction
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27406450 and through Bookshare: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27345554 

Billie has built the perfect life. Her medical practice in New York City is thriving, and she's finally found the right partner in Dean after years spent trying to move on from her high-school sweetheart, Mick. Their young love had been intense and true, but distance and ambition pulled them apart when she left Wisconsin for medical school. Then one morning, just after she's accepted Dean's romantic marriage proposal, Billie's phone rings. It's Mick-calling for the first time in nearly a decade. His news is urgent, and in a moment, everything changes. As Billie boards a plane back to Wisconsin, her past comes rushing in-her hometown friendships, the love she and Mick shared, and the choices that shaped them all. What awaits her is a reckoning with what she's lost, what she's built, and what she still wants. Gripping and deeply moving, Love You More is a story about the plot twists life throws at us-and how love, in all its forms, has the power to change everything. 

Run like a girl: a memoir of ambition, resilience, and fighting for change by Catherine McKenna
Canadian authors (Non-fiction), Journals and memoirs, Women biography, Politics and government biography
Available in human narrated audio and human transcribed braille: https://celalibrary.ca/node/26962431 

From Olympic dreams to the frontlines of politics and climate action, Run Like a Girl is a bold, unfiltered memoir from Catherine McKenna, Canada's former Minister of Environment and Climate Change. Known for leading the charge on Canada's carbon pricing plan and enduring sexist attacks as "Climate Barbie," McKenna shares an inspiring journey of reinvention, resilience, and defiance in the face of expectations. With a unique scrapbook-style format, this book blends personal anecdotes, political battles, and reflections on balancing ambition, motherhood, and activism. McKenna recounts her fight for climate policy, the ups and downs of her public service, the tough decision to leave politics, and her new mission to empower women in leadership. For fans of Becoming by Michelle Obama and No Logo by Naomi Klein, Run Like a Girl is an urgent, deeply personal story about finding your own path, breaking the rules, and fighting for the future--on your own terms. 

Conspiracy (Sanctuary #3) by Colleen Coble
Christian fiction, Mysteries and crime stories, Romantic suspense
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27406440 and through Bookshare: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27379713 

Fifteen years of secrets. One chance for justice. Just as wildlife veterinarian Paradise Alden begins to envision a future with Blake Lawson, the ghosts of her past return with a vengeance. The murder of her parents has shadowed her for fifteen years, but a new threat brings the cold case into the terrifying present. A trained leopard-a chilling embodiment of Paradise's deepest fears-is now stalking her. Haunted by resurfacing memories, Paradise, Blake, and her newfound brother, Drew, follow a trail of clues that leads them into a web of dark family secrets. The deeper they dig, the more shocking the connections become, linking their families to a dangerous conspiracy that someone is still willing to kill to protect. With every step closer to the truth, the killer becomes more desperate. Paradise, Blake, and Drew must race to expose a murderer who has remained hidden for fifteen years, but this time, they are the ones being stalked. If they can't unmask the killer, the past will destroy both the fragile future Paradise and Blake are trying to build and the family she has finally found with her brother. A conspiracy of lemurs is a family. But a conspiracy of people can be deadly. Colleen Coble's Conspiracy combines gripping suspense with slow-burn romance and includes intriguing mysteries from both the past and present, sabotage and danger, second-chance romance, found family, and themes of overcoming pain and how the past doesn't have to define you. 

Crime 101: a novella by Don Winslow
Suspense and thrillers, Family stories, Mysteries and crime stories
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27441082 

Don Winslow's acclaimed fiction collection, featuring "Crime 101." Crime 101: A string of high-level jewel heists up and down the Pacific Coast Highway has gone unsolved for years, mostly because the perpetrator has lived by a strict code he calls "Crime 101." Police attribute the thefts to the Colombian cartels. But Detective Lou Lubesnick's gut says it's the work of just one man. Now the lone-wolf jewel thief is looking for that fabled final last score. And Lou breaks all the rules of Crime 101. Broken: Police dispatcher Eva McNabb takes the call on a police officer's brutal murder by a vicious drug gang. It's her own kid, Danny. Then Eva makes her own call. Summoning her elder son, Jimmy, also a cop, Eva commands: Avenge your brother. I want you to kill them all. The Last Ride: To former soldier and cowboy-turned-Border Patrol agent Cal Strickland, the illegals who try to jump his stretch of the Texas-Mexico border are a nameless, faceless group who need to be sent back to their side of the line. That is, until he sees the little girl in the cage. And Cal knows that the time has come to make a stand and help her escape. 

A founding mother: A novel of Abigail Adams by Stephanie Dray
Historical fiction
Available in human narrated audio: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27406442 and through Bookshare: https://celalibrary.ca/node/27117070 

In the heart of revolutionary Boston, Abigail Adams raises her children amid riots, blockades, and the outbreak of war. While her husband, John Adams, rises from country lawyer to nation-builder, often away for years at a time, Abigail builds her own independence-managing their farm, making lucrative investments, amassing savings, battling plague and loss, and defending their home. Unafraid to speak her mind, she famously offers fearless political counsel, urging John to "remember the ladies" in the new government. Through it all, she becomes his most trusted confidante and indispensable ally. When peace is secured, Abigail steps onto the world stage-exchanging ideas with Thomas Jefferson in the French countryside, navigating court life as the wife of the Minister to Great Britain, and presiding over the parlor politics of the early American republic in New York, Philadelphia, and Washington, DC. Even after her husband's presidential administration, she continues battling political foes and working behind the scenes to advance her family, secure independence for the women in her life, and ensure a better life for the next generation of Americans. From war-torn streets to the chandeliered halls of power, A Founding Mother is the unforgettable story of a woman ahead of her time-one whose voice, vision, and valor still resonate powerfully today.
